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SHELTER FUNCTIONAL EXERCISE

Southwest Health & Human Services, the City of Marshall and Lyon
County Emergency Management held a one day functional
exercise on emergency sheltering. In the SWHHS area, emergency
sheltering may be needed after a natural disaster has occurred
(such as a fornado) when many individuals lose their homes and are
in need of shelter, food, clothing and other basic necessities.

The purpose of the exercise was to provide emergency personnel,
area organizations/agencies and volunteers the opportunity to
practice the various components of sefting up an emergency
shelter. The main topics of the day included shelter registration,
dormitory, pet sheltering & a session dedicated to miscellaneous
fopics.

We want fo thank everyone for participating especially our MRC
members! Many of these exercises are especially useful to those who
assist in real emergencies.
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SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS

As severe weather approaches, it is important to be prepared for the
uncertainty our Minnesota weather brings us. Historically and
statistically, the month of June has the greatest frequency for a
tornado with July not far behind.
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The safest place to be is in a basement or a designated storm shelter.
If there is no basement, a small interior room, bathroom, closet or
under a stairwell on the first floor is the next best place. Always stay
away from windows.

If you are in a car, don't try to outrun the tornado. Tornadoes can
travel faster than your car. If you are hit, the car will be tossed in the
air and you will likely be killed. Get out of the car and seek shelter.

If you are outside, seek a sturdy shelter. If there is no substantial shelter
nearby, lie in a ditch or low spot, and cover your head with your
hands.

The best way to stay safe during a tornado is to be prepared with:

Batteries and a battery-operated TV or radio to listen to the latest
emergency weather information, an emergency kit, a list of important
information & phone numbers.

Make sure your children know what a tornado is, what tornado
watches and warnings are, what county they live in, and what
constitutes a location as a safe shelter, whether at home or at school.
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